[Detection of the virus of hepatitis E isolates and elucidation of the possibility of their replication in vitro].
Blood serum samples collected from patients with acute hepatitis symptoms admitted to Infectious Disease Hospitals of Novosibirsk, Barnaul, and Irkutsk were studied. The serum samples were tested for the IgM and IgG antibodies to HEV using ELISA. Seropositive samples were tested using RT-PCR for HEV RNA. Two HEV strains were isolated, and thus HEV infection was identified for West Siberia. One of this strains is classified as HEV genotype I; the other, as genotype III. Cell culturing of these strains in green monkey kidney (4647) cells showed an ability of HEV genotype I strain to cause persistent infection.